
Michelle has a bachelor’s degree in business administration and is living with bipolar
disorder. For two years, she has been on a waitlist for affordable housing. In the
meantime, she lives in a wooded area on public land. Even without a home, Michelle
continues to look for work, recently applying for a telephone sales position from the
encampment where she lives.

Darren suffered a heart attack last year and ended up living outdoors with his wife and
three children. Darren was already injured before his heart attack as a result of being
hit by a tanker truck and the surgery following the accident. Even living in the woods,
Darren is still working doing odd jobs when he can get them.

Shannon is a 40-year-old college graduate and artist.  She suffered a brain aneurysm
and is now paralyzed on the right side of her body. Unable to get Emergency
Assistance, she ended up seeking refuge in a local encampment.
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Frank, 67, worked as an engineer for the
State of New Jersey for nearly three
decades. After a stroke, a broken hip, brain
surgery, and most recently leg surgery, his
health made it increasingly difficult to
keep up with his bills. Unable to afford
even the $1,000 legal fee to file for
bankruptcy, Frank eventually lost his
housing. After nearly 30 years of public
service, he now lives in the woods.

These stories challenge the assumptions we make about unsheltered
homelessness. Living in a car, an encampment, or on the street does not
mean someone stopped trying. Often, it means they ran out of options.

No one should be left without a safe place to go.

Learn more about homelessness, support our advocacy,
and join the movement to end homelessness in NJ.
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