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LIVES ON THE LINE:
Coalition Urges Governor-Elect Sherrill to Make
Housing and Homelessness the Priority

The NJ Coalition to End Homelessness congratulates Governor-Elect Mikie Sherrill
and Lt. Governor-Elect Dale Caldwell on their decisive victory at the polls. We wish
today could be one of unfettered celebration, but from where we stand, it is also a
day of urgent warning to our soon-to-be Governor. The coming years will bring fiscal
austerity amid competing needs and interests. Yet, as in an emergency room, we
must triage our attention to save the most lives—and right now in New Jersey, that
means confronting our growing homelessness crisis and the severe shortage of
affordable housing.

New Jersey has seen a 57% increase in homelessness over the past three years.
More than 13,700 New Jerseyans are homeless on any given night—the highest level
in a decade—and the number continues to climb. The unhoused population is
increasingly older adults and families with children. Nearly every shelter in our state
has a long waiting list, even as winter approaches.

This crisis is only getting worse. Based on proposed HUD cuts, the NJ Office of
Homeless Prevention projects that unsheltered homelessness could effectively
double by the end of 2026. Our emergency response system is already stretched
beyond capacity—facing forecasted HUD cuts and with hundreds of thousands of
families at risk of losing food assistance and health coverage. Left unaddressed, this
reality threatens not only the lives of those without shelter, but the stability and
wellbeing of every community in our state.

Governor-Elect Sherrill, we urge you to make ending homelessness and expanding
affordable housing a top priority of your administration. The stakes could not be
higher—but neither could the opportunity. With decisive leadership, compassion,
and collaboration, we can ensure that in New Jersey, everyone has a safe place to
call home. We stand ready to work beside you to make that vision real.
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Here Are the Challenges Mikie

Sherrill Faces as NJ's Next Governor
NJ Spotlight News

New Jersey Governor-elect Mikie Sherrill will
inherit a state grappling with worsening
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poverty pressures driven by the high cost of
living, a severe shortage of affordable
housing, and looming federal cuts to
programs like Medicaid, food security, and
child welfare. With an estimated shortfall of
over 200,000 affordable housing units and
rising rents and utilities, many residents face
increasing economic insecurity. Sherrill’s
challenge will be to balance the state budget
while addressing the affordability and
housing crises that are pushing more New Jersey families toward poverty and
homelessness.
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Here's How Trump Funding Cuts

Are Keeping Homeless People Steve Adubato Examines
from their Benefits New Jersey's Housing Crisis and
NJ Spotlight News What Can Be Done
Insider NJ

More than 20 House Republicans are
urging the Trump administration to renew
federal grants for HUD’s Continuum of Care
program, which provides permanent
housing for people experiencing
homelessness. The lawmakers warned that
planned funding caps and a shift toward
transitional housing with work
requirements could destabilize programs
serving 170,000 vulnerable people,
including those with disabilities, chronic
illnesses, or mental health conditions.
They’re calling on HUD to extend current
grants through 2026 to prevent service
disruptions and protect families and
individuals at risk of homelessness.

Steve Adubato speaks with Staci Berger,
President and CEO of the Housing
Community Development Network of NJ,
about tackling New Jersey’s housing crisis.
Berger says the state is making progress
through the new A4S50 legislation, which
helps towns determine and meet their
affordable housing obligations. She notes
that the program has widespread support
and is improving the state’s approach to
affordable housing.
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How Many NJ Residents are on
SNAP? Are Workers,

For Some, SNAP Loss Means
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Undocumented Immigrants?
northjersey.com

More than 42 million Americans, or about
1in 8 people, receive monthly SNAP (food
stamp) benefits, including 827,200 New
Jersey residents—roughly 9% of the state’s
population. In New Jersey, most SNAP
households include children, with over 64%
of participants living in families with kids,
and about 31% of working families relying
on the program. While undocumented
immigrants remain ineligible, SNAP
continues to serve as a vital support for
low-income workers and families facing
food insecurity across the state.

More Than Just Hunger
NJ Spotlight News

New Jersey healthcare and social service
leaders warn that the loss of federal SNAP
benefits will worsen food insecurity and
mental health crises across the state,
leading to more depression, anxiety, and
emergency room visits. Gov. Phil Murphy
has declared a state of emergency and
deployed the National Guard to support
food banks as nearly 800,000 residents—
half of them children—face uncertainty
over when benefits will resume. Experts
and advocates say the cuts are already
straining families, schools, and hospitals,
creating what one described as “a perfect
storm for stress, anxiety and desperation.
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Why Doesn't NJ Have Direct
Reserve Funding for An EBT
Crisis?

Patch

In an opinion piece by Tanisha
Garner, a graduate of the Coalition’s
Garden State Leaders program, she
criticizes New Jersey’s delayed and
insufficient response to the SNAP
and EBT funding crisis, which left
thousands without benefits for days.
Garner notes that the state’s $42.5
million relief plan averages just $53
per recipient—hardly enough for a
week’s groceries—and that food
banks, already overwhelmed,
cannot fill the gap. She calls out
government inefficiency, red tape,
and a lack of compassion, urging
officials to create real safety nets
and accountability so struggling
families can preserve dignity while
accessing the food they need.
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PREMIUMS COULD RISE
175% IN NJ

NJ Health Insurance
Premiums Could Spike 175%

as Federal Subsidies Expire
NJ Spotlight News

New Jersey faces a potential
health care crisis as federal
subsidies for the Get Covered
New Jersey marketplace are set
to expire, which could cause
premiums to rise by up to 175%
and force thousands of low- and
middle-income residents to lose
coverage. Experts warn that
without congressional action,
many families will have to choose
between paying for insurance,
rent, or food — deepening
poverty and widening health
inequities. The loss of subsidies
could also destabilize the state’s
insurance market, driving up costs
further and increasing the
number of uninsured residents.
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News Release

' 400 NJ Housing Leaders Gather
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~than homesg, they're bullding opportunity,
equity, and resilience. Under One Roof brings
together the people who make that possible,
uniting us in aur shared mission to ensure
that everymae. has a safe, decent, and

affordable place to call home.”
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Over 400 NJ Housing Leaders
Gather "Under One Roof" to
Advance Housing Justice and

Celebrate Community Impact
INSIDER NJ

At the Housing and Community
Development Network of New Jersey’s
annual Under One Roof conference, more
than 400 advocates and leaders gathered
to advance housing justice and celebrate
statewide community achievements. The
event spotlighted tenant empowerment
with the launch of a new Tenant Leaders
Council, a statewide initiative designed to
elevate tenant voices and strengthen
community-led solutions to the housing
crisis. Speakers emphasized that stable,
affordable housing is a human right and
that people with lived experience of
housing insecurity must be central to
policymaking and advocacy efforts.

As Homelessness Rises, NJ Offers

'Critical' Lifeline for Those in

Recovery
NJ Spotlight News

The New Direction program at the Rescue
Mission of Trenton helps people
experiencing homelessness and addiction,
like Latie Nealy of Asbury Park, rebuild
their lives through treatment, education,
and job training. As homelessness in New
Jersey reaches its highest level in over a
decade, advocates stress the importance
of such initiatives. Connie Mercer, CEO of
the New Jersey Coalition to End
Homelessness, praised the program as a
cost-effective model, noting that while
affordable housing remains scarce,
supportive training like this is essential to
help people become and remain housed.

Newton Takes the Lead in Countywide Effort to Address Homelessness

TapIntoNewton

Newton, NJ officials have launched a 90-day initiative, the Newton Township Unsheltered
Homelessness Resolution Sprint, in partnership with state and county agencies to provide
permanent housing and long-term support for homeless residents. The program aims to
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house 22 chronically unsheltered individuals while building sustainable systems for
ongoing assistance. Mayor Helen Le Frois and state officials praised Newton’s leadership,
noting the town’s collaborative and proactive approach as a potential model for other

New Jersey municipalities.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY

House Republicans Urge Caution

as HUD Proceeds with Homeless Housing

Program Cuts
POLITICO

More than 20 House Republicans are urging the Trump
administration to renew federal grants for HUD’s
Continuum of Care program, which provides

permanent housing for people experiencing homelessness. The lawmakers warned that
planned funding caps and a shift toward transitional housing with work requirements
could destabilize programs serving 170,000 vulnerable people, including those with
disabilities, chronic illnesses, or mental health conditions. They’re calling on HUD to
extend current grants through 2026 to prevent service disruptions and protect families

and individuals at risk of homelessness.

In Utah, Trump's Vision for
Homelessness Begins to Take

Shape

The New York Times

Utah plans to build a large, remote
“homeless services campus” near Salt Lake
City that would house up to 1,300 people
and include facilities for addiction and
mental health treatment, much of it
involuntary. Supported by Gov. Spencer
Cox and aligned with President Trump’s
push for stricter homelessness policies, the
project marks a shift from the state’s
former Housing First model toward a
“treatment first” approach emphasizing
control and accountability. Critics warn it
could function more like a detention camp
than a care facility, threatening civil
liberties while lacking the funding, staff,
and infrastructure to deliver its promised
services.

Despite Trump's Clearing of
Encampments,

Homelessness Still Exists
npr

Despite President Trump’s federal
takeover and removal of homeless
encampments in Washington, D.C.,
homelessness remains widespread.
Many unhoused individuals have simply
moved to more hidden areas, making it
harder for outreach workers to find and
support them. Service providers stress
that clearing encampments doesn’t
solve homelessness — access to safe,
affordable housing is the real solution.
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'Helped' Against Your Will

The Progressive MAGAZINE

NYC mayoral candidate Zohran
Mamdani proposes addressing
homelessness through voluntary,
community-based supports rather
than involuntary psychiatric
treatment. His plan includes mobile
crisis teams, subway outreach units,
peer support, and “clubhouses” to
connect unhoused people with
housing, treatment, and
employment resources. This
approach prioritizes autonomy and
preventive care, contrasting with
Adams and Cuomo’s coercive,
police-involved strategies that often
destabilize homeless individuals.

Removing Barriers to
Homebuilding Can Help Solve

Our Homelessness Crisis
PACIFIC LEGAL FOUNDATION

The U.S. homelessness crisis
reached 770,000 people at the end
of 2024, driven primarily by housing
shortages and affordability rather
than mental illness or substance
abuse. Research from the Pacific
Legal Foundation shows that states
spending the most on homelessness
often see the largest increases
because restrictive zoning and
permitting laws limit housing
supply. PLF recommends reforms
like by-right development, faster
permitting, limiting third-party
challenges, and reducing impact
fees to expand housing access and
reduce homelessness.

New National Poll: Americans

Demand Accountability on
Crime, Homelessness, and
the Courts

Bakersfield.com

A new national survey by the Cicero
Institute finds that 75% of
Americans support requiring
homeless individuals to move into
shelters rather than remain on the
streets, and 70% back temporary,

Tide Starts to Turn Against

The 'Crime' of Being

Homeless
npr

Across the U.S., cities like Honolulu,
Madison, and New Port Richey are
increasingly clearing homeless
encampments or restricting outdoor
sleeping and food distribution,
sparking criticism from advocates
who say such actions criminalize
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structured camping areas with poverty. The federal government

sanitation and police when shelters has begun pushing back—HUD now
aren’t available. The poll shows considers whether cities avoid
broad public demand for criminalizing homelessness when
accountability and safe, structured awarding grants, and the Justice
solutions to homelessness, Department has argued that anti-
alongside strong support for stricter camping laws are unconstitutional if
measures against crime and judicial no shelter is available. Advocates
leniency. Overall, Americans want like Maria Foscarinis of the National
policies that prioritize safety, order, Law Center on Homelessness and
and tangible results over permissive Poverty say the focus should shift
or activist approaches. from punishment to housing and

supportive services that address the
root causes of homelessness.

We love to share news about the accomplishments, events job opportunities and
noteworthy activities of NJ's homelessness service agencies. If you have
something to share, please send it to us at info@ NJCEH.org

DONATE TO SUPPORT THE COALITION'S WORK TO END
HOMELESSNESS
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