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OPPORTUNITIES FOR ACTION

Your Vote Matters! Less than a Week Away From a Pivotal NJ election!

​We are days away from the 2025 election in New Jersey - Tuesday, November 4th.
This election will determine the next Governor, the make-up of the entire State
Assembly and other pivotal local elections. Please contact the Coalition's Policy

Associate, Raisa at rrubinstankiewicz@njceh.org if you have any questions or need
help getting someone to the polls. 

There are 3 ways to vote: 
You can vote on Election Day (Tuesday, November 4) from 6 AM-8 PM. Find
your designated polling place here. 
The early voting period has started and goes through Sunday, November 2.
You can vote early at any early voting location in your county between 10
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AM-8 PM Monday-Saturday and 10 AM-6 PM on Sunday.
If you have a mail-in ballot, make sure it is returned ASAP by 8 PM on
Tuesday, November 4 (either by putting it in a ballot drop box, mailing it back
postmarked on or before 8 PM Election Day, or bringing it to your County
Board of Elections office). 

Don't Let NJ SNAP Recipients Go Hungry

827,200 NJ residents— 9% of the total population of our state— could see empty
balances on their EBT cards beginning November 1. Almost half of SNAP recipients
are children. Please use NJAMHAA's action alert to urge the Governor and state
legislators to use New Jersey's emergency funds to ensure families receive their
benefits.

Stop the Dramatic Cuts and Federal Weaponization of CoC Funding,
Putting Over 170,000 People at Risk of Homelessness:

In a change expected to put more than 170,000 Americans at risk of experiencing
homelessness, Politico reported that HUD is planning to make dramatic cuts to the
FY25 Continuum of Care (CoC) Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). Your
advocacy has already made an impact: all 3 Republicans in the NJ congressional
delegation signed onto a letter to HUD, urging them to renew the existing CoC
grants.  Urge Congress to not politicize life-saving homeless services funding and
hold HUD accountable to their promised 2-year funding cycle!

RESOURCES FOR SERVICE PROVIDERS
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Resources for SNAP Recipients:

SNAP benefits will not be available on time starting November 1 if the shutdown
continues. Please support clients in checking their accounts and keep
visiting njsnap.gov for updates.

Use NJ 211's Food Resources for SNAP Recipients during Uncertain Times  
​to find food near you. 

UPCOMING TRAININGS:

Be BOLD (Wednesday, November 12, 10 AM, 3 PM, or 7 PM): Join us and DMHAS
for the BE BOLD training, a discussion of behavioral health and exploring our
capabilities and limitations in addressing and supporting those who face
these challenges. We will explore our experience, bias, and ability to assess our role.
We will examine what we may encounter and discuss best practices in response,
including de-escalation. Finally, we will recognize the importance of debriefing and

https://nj211.org/njsnap
https://www.nj.gov/humanservices/njsnap/
https://www.nj.gov/humanservices/njsnap/
https://nj211.org/njsnap


self-care post-response.

Please sign up for one of the following sessions: 
Morning session — 10 AM, November 12: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/9J_Gme9WR26HSNZ687gZbQ
Afternoon session — 3 PM, November 12: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/1Doo07akSf2zqcaAam3LmA
Evening session — 7 PM, November 12:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/sRga-TUYSfOzY8P-
VsoQzw#/registration

Guidance from the National Alliance to End Homelessness:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/9J_Gme9WR26HSNZ687gZbQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/1Doo07akSf2zqcaAam3LmA
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/sRga-TUYSfOzY8P-VsoQzw#/registration
https://endhomelessness.org/action/act-now-hold-hud-accountable-and-protect-coc-program-funding/


NJ Eviction Guide Released

The NJ Department of Community Affairs recently released the NJ Eviction Guide, a guide
available in English and Spanish to help tenants understand where they are in the eviction
process and connect with free legal help in their county: 
​https://www.nj.gov/dca/dhcr/offices/evictionguide.shtml. Please share this resource
widely and contact evictionprevention@dca.nj.gv or (609) 376-0810 with any questions. 

NEW JERSEY HOMELESSNESS IN THE NEWS

To Combat Childhood Poverty,
Group to Give 250 NJ Families

Direct Payments
NJ Spotlight News

Hunterdon Calls for Bids for
Potential Code Blue Warming

Center
Tap Into Flemington

https://www.nj.gov/dca/dhcr/offices/evictionguide.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/dca/dhcr/offices/evictionguide.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/dca/dhcr/offices/evictionguide.shtml
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The Bridge Project, a direct cash assistance
program for expecting mothers, has
expanded to New Jersey to help break the
cycle of childhood poverty by trusting
moms to decide how to best support their
families. Participants receive financial
support during their child’s first three years
of life, beginning with a prenatal stipend
and monthly payments. Backed by $6
million in funding, the program will serve
250 mothers across Newark, Trenton,
Paterson, and southern New Jersey,
providing stability, dignity, and access to
local resources. 

Hunterdon County has reopened bidding
for a new Code Blue warming center after
failing to secure a provider earlier this fall.
Under updated federal HUD guidelines, the
center will no longer be allowed to offer
cots or sleeping accommodations, as doing
so would exclude occupants from being
counted as “unsheltered” in official
homelessness statistics. The change
highlights growing tensions between
meeting immediate humanitarian needs
during extreme cold and complying with
federal data and funding requirements.

Sussex County Task Force Works to
Address Rising Homelessness
TAPinto Newton

Sussex County formed a multi-agency task
force in late August to coordinate housing
and services for residents experiencing
homelessness, partnering with Newton
officials, police, and state agencies.
Officials say the effort is already placing
people into housing daily, with weekly
coordination continuing. Planning is
underway for winter, including a potential
Code Blue shelter response  

Mercer County Library System,
Arm In Arm Mobile Food Pantry to
Continue Partnership to Combat

Food Insecurity in November
TAPinto Hamilton/Robbinsville

NJ's Housing Costs Are
Skyrocketing. What Will The Next

Governor Do?
NJ Spotlight News

A new poll shows that housing has
surpassed taxes as the top concern for New
Jersey voters, with nearly nine in ten saying
high housing costs are a major problem.
The state’s shortage of affordable housing,
rising rents, and limited developable land
have intensified the crisis. Gubernatorial
candidates Mikie Sherrill and Jack Ciattarelli
propose different solutions: Sherrill
supports expanding affordable housing and
repurposing commercial spaces, while
Ciattarelli wants to roll back state housing
mandates and promote development
through regional planning. 

Salvation Army to Operate Code

https://www.tapinto.net/towns/newton/sections/government/articles/sussex-county-task-force-works-to-address-rising-homelessness
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https://www.njspotlightnews.org/2025/10/njs-housing-costs-are-skyrocketing-what-will-the-next-governor-do/
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/paterson/sections/health-and-wellness/articles/salvation-army-to-operate-code-blue-warming-center-in-paterson-the-winter


Arm In Arm’s mobile food pantry will
continue partnering with the Mercer
County Library System throughout
November, offering weekly food
distributions at the Lawrence Township
Headquarters Branch every Monday from 2
to 4 p.m. The pantry provides fresh food,
household essentials, and access to local
social service agencies. This ongoing
collaboration supports thousands of
Mercer County families each year, ensuring
residents can easily access healthy food
and critical resources in their own
neighborhoods. 

Blue Warming Center
in Paterson this Winter

TAPinto Paterson

Paterson will continue its partnership with
the Salvation Army to operate a Code Blue
Warming Center this winter, providing
shelter and support for residents
experiencing homelessness during freezing
temperatures. Located on West Broadway,
the center offers meals, warmth, and
essential services when Code Blue Alerts
are issued. The effort ensures residents
have safe spaces during severe weather,
filling the gap left by the closure of a
previous city-run location. 

Huge 34-Story Residential Building
Gets $90M in Tax Credits for Project

nj.com

The New Jersey Economic Development Authority approved nearly $90 million in
tax credits for 701 Newark Ave, a new 34-story mixed-use development in Jersey
City’s Journal Square. The project will include 360 apartments, 90 of which will be
affordable, along with retail space and a pedestrian walkway to improve
neighborhood access. It is one of two major projects funded through the state’s
Aspire Program to support housing and community revitalization. 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY

Cash Assistance Drastically Reduces
Tenants' Likelihood of Eviction and
Homelessness,
According to Ongoing Study
PHYS.ORG

A Philadelphia study found that small,
unconditional monthly cash payments for
low-income renters significantly reduced
housing instability. Participants in the
PHLHousing+ program were up to 75% less likely to be evicted and less than half as likely
to experience homelessness compared to those who received no assistance. Researchers
say the results show that direct cash support can be a powerful, flexible tool for
preventing evictions and improving housing stability. 

https://www.tapinto.net/towns/paterson/sections/health-and-wellness/articles/salvation-army-to-operate-code-blue-warming-center-in-paterson-the-winter
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Civil Commitment and the
Criminalization of Homelessness

Bill of Health

President Trump’s July Executive Order,
“Ending Crime and Disorder on America’s
Streets,” connects homelessness to
“vagrancy” and urges states to expand civil
commitment programs, including screening
unhoused individuals for the Sexually
Violent Predator (SVP) program. This policy
allows the federal government broad
discretion to indefinitely confine people
labeled as “sexually dangerous,” even
without a prior sex offense conviction.
Advocates warn it could deepen racial
disparities, criminalize homelessness, and
expand federal power under the guise of
public safety.  

Could Tiny Homes Be Dallas'
Solution to Homelessness?

Dallas Observer
​

Dallas city officials are exploring tiny-home
models as a new strategy to address
chronic homelessness. During a recent
council briefing, organizations Pallet
Shelter and Our Calling presented two
approaches: one offering short-term
prefabricated housing with on-site
services, and another building a
permanent, privately funded 500-home
village with wraparound supports. While
both models show promise, challenges
remain for Dallas, including funding,
bureaucracy, and finding suitable sites

What Does It Mean to Increase
Racial Equity in Housing?

Statistica

​The U.S. housing system has long
reinforced racial and economic inequality,
privileging wealth-building for
homeowners while excluding low-income
and Black and brown communities.
Advocates now look to three main
frameworks to advance racial equity—
inclusive (expanding access),
transformative (changing how housing is
owned and controlled), and reparative
(repairing past harms). Real progress will
require community-driven solutions,
honest acknowledgment of historical
injustices, and bold action that moves
beyond incremental reforms.

The US Is Criminalizing
Homelessness and Expanding
Incarceration. Who Profits?

Truthout

U.S. homelessness policies under both
President Trump and Democratic leaders
increasingly criminalize poverty instead of
addressing its root causes—rising housing
costs, stagnant wages, and a frayed social
safety net. These approaches have fueled a
homelessness-to-prison pipeline that
benefits private equity and corporate

https://petrieflom.law.harvard.edu/2025/10/24/civil-commitment-and-the-criminalization-of-homelessness/
https://www.dallasobserver.com/news/dallas-could-tap-tiny-homes-to-combat-homelessness-40603473/
https://www.statista.com/chart/35286/homelessness-per-10000-residents-in-the-united-states-by-racial-ethnic-group/
https://truthout.org/articles/the-us-is-criminalizing-homelessness-and-expanding-incarceration-who-profits/


within city limits. 

Opinion: Loss of Federal Housing
Funds Could Leave Many Older

Adults Homeless
TIMES OF SAN DIEGO

Severe federal cuts to HUD’s Continuum of
Care housing program could trigger a
nationwide setback in efforts to prevent
senior homelessness, advocates warn.
Organizations like Serving Seniors in San
Diego show how this funding stabilizes
vulnerable older adults, saves taxpayer
money, and reduces strain on healthcare
and emergency systems. Without
congressional action to renew these grants
through 2026, thousands of low-income
seniors across the country could lose
housing, undermining years of progress
and increasing public costs tied to
homelessness.

interests profiting from prisons, rehab
centers, and privatized mental health care.
Cuts to housing aid and expanded forced
institutionalization threaten to worsen
homelessness nationwide, even as the
proven “Housing First” model—focused on
providing stable housing before treatment
—is being dismantled.

Despite Trump's Clearing of
Encampments, Homelessness Still

Exist in DC
NPR

President Trump’s federal takeover of
policing in Washington, D.C., led to the
rapid clearing of dozens of homeless
encampments, but homelessness in the
city persists largely unchanged. Advocates
say the crackdown displaced people to
more hidden and unsafe areas, making it
harder for outreach workers to provide
services. Critics argue that criminalizing
encampments without investing in
affordable housing or support programs
worsens homelessness nationwide and
signals a broader shift toward punitive,
rather than housing-based, federal
responses to poverty.

It's Official - The USDA Is
Imposing New Work

Requirements for Receiving
SNAP Benefits Starting

November 1 in All States
FFESP

Cities Could Cut Childhood
Poverty with New Tax
Credits, Research Finds

A new analysis from Columbia

https://timesofsandiego.com/opinion/2025/10/26/loss-federal-housing-funds-leave-many-older-adults-homeless/#:~:text=Research and experience show that,services%2C funded primarily by taxpayers.
https://www.npr.org/2025/10/27/nx-s1-5578006/despite-trumps-clearing-of-encampments-homelessness-still-exist-in-d-c
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Starting November 1, 2025, the
USDA will fully enforce stricter
nationwide SNAP work
requirements for able-bodied adults
without dependents (ABAWDs),
mandating at least 80 hours of work
or training per month to keep
benefits. The new rules sharply limit
state waivers and exemptions,
ending the transition period for
implementation. Some states have
warned that ongoing federal funding
issues could delay November SNAP
payments.

University’s Center on Poverty and
Social Policy and the Institute on
Taxation and Economic Policy finds
that city-level child tax credits of
$1,000 or less per year could reduce
child poverty by up to 25% in several
U.S. cities. The study shows that
even modest local programs—
costing under 15% of municipal
revenues—could boost household
stability, local economies, and tax
bases. However, researchers note
that fiscal constraints,
administrative hurdles, and reduced
federal support may challenge cities’
ability to implement such programs.

We love to share news about the accomplishments, events job opportunities and
noteworthy activities of NJ's homelessness service agencies. If you have
something to share, please send it to us at info@NJCEH.org

DONATE TO SUPPORT THE COALITION'S WORK TO END
HOMELESSNESS
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